
Truth & Reconciliation Philosophy  
 

The truth must be spoken and shared. 
For years (151) our nation’s history has been told from only one perspective.  It 

is time that Canada hears the perspectives of minority groups including but not limited to Indigenous 
groups.  Only after this is normalized in our schools, libraries, and textbooks can we 
acknowledge the past, sincerely apologize, and together move forward. 

 

“We are sorry” is a start, not the end. 
To say sorry does not erase the trauma, abuse, and injustice that occurred, but it 

does allow the guilty parties to recognize the wrongs.  While I personally was not 
“there” when these things were going on I recognize that my settler ancestry 

benefitted greatly from the displacement of Indigenous peoples to reserves and while my 
Scandinavian and Irish ancestors were welcomed and given “free land” other 

families’ lands were taken from them. 

 

Crumbled and torn $5 bills are worth the same as crisp new ones. 
When students enter the classroom having experienced trauma or abuse through the 

legacy of colonialism or otherwise I recognize that they are much more than their 
pain.  They are intelligent human beings with stories, talents, and gifts.  Those 
same students have potential far beyond what they can imagine and as part of 

reconciliation it is my role to foster an environment in the classroom where they 

have room to explore possibilities and dream bigger than they have before. 
 

Reconciliation is not a one-time event. 
Reconciliation takes work and building relationship. My role in reconciliation will be ever 
developing and growing along with my students as will theirs.  My commitment is to include 
Elders and parents to move forward first listening and then asking thoughtful questions. I 
believe starting the day acknowledging the land on which we gather is important and incorporating practices 
such as talking circles have the power to bridge gaps and mend wounds. 
At the end of the day students need to be empowered to chase after their futures with 
boldness and confidence. 
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